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1
Overall description
SA2 thanks TSG RAN for the LS “LS on Rel-16 NB-IoT enhancements”.  

SA2 analysed separately the impacts for introducing UE specific DRX for EPS and 5GS. 
For EPS, NB-IOT connectivity was introduced first time in rel.13 version of TS 23.401 without support for UE specific DRX. This means that introducing UE specific DRX in rel.16 will require to address backwards compatibility of a UE supporting signalling of UE specific DRX parameters in legacy MME and eNB. If this is not addressed it means that UE will expect to use UE specific DRX parameters but in fact the network will not support the feature and therefore result in increased power consumption. Given this study goes beyond alignment and there are many different options on how to address these problems, SA2 decided to not introduce UE specific DRX signalling for NB-IOT in EPS in rel.16. 

For 5GS, NB-IOT connectivity is being introduced for first time in rel.16 therefore there is no backwards compatibility issue that needs to be addressed. In this respect SA2 approved related CR (TS 23.501 CR XXYY) that introduces the feature in TS 23.501 rel.16. 
2
Actions
To RAN, RAN2
ACTION: 
SA2 asks RAN and RAN2 to take the above information into account.
3
Dates of next TSG SA WG2 meetings
TSG SA WG2 Meeting 136
18-22 November 2019

Reno, NV, USA

3GPPSA2-Potential Ad Hoc (TBC)  13-17 January 2020

TBD
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